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TOWN OF NEWBURGH – It was a quiet, chilly Wednesday morning in December, but inside
the Newburgh Mall pop music bumped, bright lights flashed and slot machines roared to life. 

Not currently considered a hotspot for nightlife and entertainment, the Newburgh Mall will soon
be home to the region's newest casino: Resorts World Hudson Valley. The 50,000-square-foot
Resorts World, which boasts more than 1,200 slot machines and electronic table games and a
large sports betting bar, will be open to the public at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 28, according
to Meghan Taylor, the vice president of Resorts World New York.

In recent years, the Newburgh Mall has struggled to attract new tenants. This past fall, the mall
lost one of its anchor stores when Sears permanently closed its doors.

But Taylor, who is originally from Washingtonville, said she hopes the Route 300 casino will
bring a new energy and excitement to the struggling mall and greater Newburgh community.

"The foot traffic here in the mall is going to significantly increase compared to what it has been
in the past, and we believe that's going to create an opportunity for the mall ownership to attract
new tenants," Taylor said.

Host benefits:  Casino operator offers town of Newburgh $3 million a year to host mall casino

New site:  Plans for Orange County casino shift from Woodbury to Newburgh Mall

New casino:  Budget OKs Orange County slots parlor with former chemical plant site as an
option

Glendalie Cruz, the beverage manager for Resorts World New York, said she is looking forward
to seeing how the mall changes once the casino opens.
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https://www.recordonline.com/story/news/local/2021/02/23/resorts-world-offers-town-newburgh-3-million-year-host-casino/4540824001/
https://www.recordonline.com/story/news/local/2021/02/05/resorts-world-picks-newburgh-mall-site-new-gambling-hall/4306140001/
https://www.recordonline.com/story/business/2019/06/25/many-benefits-if-nepera-plant/4835506007/
https://www.recordonline.com/story/business/2019/06/25/many-benefits-if-nepera-plant/4835506007/
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"I think more stores and restaurants will park themselves over here, and I think there's going to
be more opportunities for this mall," Cruz said, noting that Resorts World will only offer drinks
and snacks at the bar. "We're going to give them more business not only for ourselves, but for
the community."

Cruz said she lives in New Windsor and is extremely excited for the Newburgh location to open
next week. Previously, Cruz said, she'd been commuting to Resorts World Catskills in
Monticello.

Resorts World, Taylor said, will employ about 250 full-time, and the majority of those employees
will be local to Newburgh and the Hudson Valley. According to a statement from Resorts World,
the average annual wage for these employees will be $72,000, including benefits. The casino is
expected to rake in millions in tax dollars for the town, the statement said.

In an effort to make Resorts World Hudson Valley feel like a comfortable place for locals to
patronize, the casino features murals of various Hudson Valley landmarks including the
Newburgh-Beacon Bridge and the Bear Mountain Bridge.

"We really wanted to make folks feel at home here and provide an entertainment destination
where even if you don't gamble, you can come and stop in for a drink with your friends after
work and relax for a little bit before you jump in the car and go back home," Taylor said. "We
really wanted to create this almost 'Cheers'-type environment where we are the choice for folks
to come and relax and enjoy some time with their friends."

Resorts World Hudson Valley is operated by the Genting Group, which owns casinos and
resorts in Las Vegas, the Bahamas, Malaysia, Singapore, the Philippines and the United
Kingdom. In addition to Resorts World Hudson Valley, there are New York locations in
Monticello and Queens.

Resorts World Hudson Valley is owned by an international corporation, but Taylor said locals
should know that Hudson Valley natives have played a significant role in bringing the casino to
the Newburgh Mall.
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"This community is my community," Taylor said. "My family, my friends− they're here and this
job that we are doing here at the mall is going to significantly impact them. I feel like I almost
have a personal, vested interest in ensuring that this project was done responsibly."

Erin Nolan is an investigative reporter for the Times Herald-Record and USA Today Network.
Reach her at  enolan@gannett.com .

Read more https://news.google.com/__i/rss/rd/articles/CBMie2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3LnJlY29yZG9
ubGluZS5jb20vc3RvcnkvbmV3cy8yMDIyLzEyLzIyL3Jlc29ydHMtd29ybGQtaHVkc29uLXZhbGx
leS1jYXNpbm8tdG8tb3Blbi1hdC1uZXdidXJnaC1tYWxsLzY5NzI4MzAyMDA3L9IBAA?oc=5
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